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Disclaimer: This packet is intended ONLY for the 
use of students enrolled in Leon County Schools. 
 

WEEK 2 
 

Grade 4 
Civics and Government 

Multicultural/ Women’s History Reading 
 
 
Standards: 
SS.4.C.1.1 Describe how Florida's constitution protects the rights of citizens and 
provides for the structure, function, and purposes of state government. 
SS.4.C.3.1 Identify the three branches (Legislative, Judicial, Executive) of government 
in Florida and the powers of each. 
SS.4.C.3.2 Distinguish between state (governor, state representative, or senator) and 
local government (mayor, city commissioner). 
 

Florida Statutes (1003.42): 
(h) The history of African Americans, including the history of African peoples before 

the political conflicts that led to the development of slavery, the passage to America, the 

enslavement experience, abolition, and the contributions of African Americans to 

society. Instructional materials shall include the contributions of African Americans to 

American society. 

(q) The study of women’s contributions to the United States. 

 
 
 
 
Resources: 
Commoncoresheets.com 
education.com 
ReadWorks.org 
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The Florida Constitution: Understanding State Government  

The Purpose of State Government: The Preamble 

Directions: Write the main idea of each of the sections of the Florida Preamble. 

Selected Text of the Preamble 

We, the people of the State of Florida, … in order to … insure domestic tranquility, maintain 

public order, and guarantee equal civil and political rights to all, do ordain and establish this 

constitution.   

 

Original text Translation  Main idea  

We, the people of the 

State of Florida, 

All citizens of the State of 

Florida  

 

 

 

insure domestic 

tranquility, 

to make sure the state is 

happy and peaceful  

 

 

 

maintain public order, to keep the state running 

smoothly  

 

 

 

and guarantee equal 

civil and political rights 

to all,  

and give equal rights to 

everybody 

 

 

 

do ordain and establish 

this constitution. 

establish Florida’s 

Constitution  

 

 

 

According to the preamble, what is the purpose of Florida’s state government?  

 

 

 
 

Protecting Citizens’ Rights: The Florida Declaration of Rights 

How does Florida’s Constitution protect the rights of citizens?  
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Directions: You will read to understand the powers of the three branches of Florida’s government. After reading 

each passage, you will highlight words related to a branch’s power and then answer each question in complete 

sentences.  

  Understanding the Three Branches of Florida’s Government 
The Legislative Branch 

 In Article III of Florida’s Constitution, the legislative branch of Florida’s state 

government is divided into two houses or parts: the Senate and the House of Representatives. 

Together, the Senate and House of Representatives are known as the legislative branch and they 

have the power to make state laws. These laws have a great impact on the daily lives of Florida’s 

citizens from how cities operate, to money for schools, to the safety of state highways and 

bridges. The legislative branch also has the power to approve some state officials that are 

appointed, or selected, by the governor. This means that the legislative branch votes on whether 

or not they think someone should be in certain positions in state government.   

What are the two powers of the legislative branch you read about in this paragraph?  

Answer using complete sentences. 

1. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The legislative branch also has the power to create state taxes and the power to pass the 

state budget. Taxes are money charged and collected by a government for specific functions or 

services. Taxes are used to pay for a variety of government services and departments, such as 

schools and parks. The money collected from taxes are one part of the state budget. By passing 

the state budget, the legislative branch controls how the state government uses its money and 

how much money is given to the different departments, or parts, of the state. 

What are the two powers of the legislative branch you read about in this paragraph?  

Answer using complete sentences. 

1. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Executive Branch 

 In Article IV of Florida’s Constitution it states that the executive branch of the state 

government will be given to a governor. The executive branch has the power to make sure that 

all laws are put into place. The governor is in charge of the state departments and agencies. For 

example, the person in charge of the Department of Education reports to the governor and the 

governor’s staff to make sure that any laws related to schools are put into place. The governor 
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also has the power to sign or to veto a law that has been passed by the legislative branch. To veto 

means to reject or to deny. 

 

What are the two powers of the executive branch you read about in this paragraph?  

Answer using complete sentences. 

1. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 According to Article IV, the governor has the power over the state military forces and has 

the title of commander-in-chief. This means that the governor controls how and when the Florida 

National Guard is used to help in state situations. The governor also has the power to appoint, or 

select, certain positions such as the heads of state departments. Some appointments require 

approval by the Florida Senate. 

What are the two powers of the executive branch you read about in this paragraph?  

Answer using complete sentences. 

1. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Judicial Branch 
 Article V of the Florida Constitution states that the judicial power of the state government 

is given to a supreme court, district courts of appeal, circuit courts and county courts. The courts 

have the power to make sure that the laws of the Florida Constitution are being followed. Issues 

come to courts in the form of cases. State courts listen to cases that deal with state laws and when 

there are problems between people who live in the state.  

What is the power of the judicial branch you read about in this paragraph?  

Answer using a complete sentence. 

1. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Florida Supreme Court is the highest court in the state. This court has the power to 

create the rules and procedures for all other courts in the state. The Florida Supreme Court has 

the power to hear cases that have to do with very serious crimes and cases from other state courts 

that have to do with issues about state laws.  

What are the two powers of the Florida Supreme Court you read about in this paragraph?  

Answer using complete sentences. 

1. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions:  Write t on the line if the statement is true.  If the statement is false, 

write f and give the correct work to match the sentence. 

1. The mayor is a chief executive of a state government.  

____     _____________________ 

 

2. Florida’s state government is separated into three branches. 

____   ______________________ 

 

3. The local government makes decisions for the city. 

____ ______________________ 

 

4. A senator is part of the city’s government. 

____ ______________________ 

 

5. One type of legislator in state government is a representative. 

____ ______________________ 

 

6. A person who is part of a municipality’s government is a city commissioner. 

____ ______________________ 

 

7. A governor is part of the local government. 

____ ______________________ 

 city commissioner - A member of the governing body of a city 

 governor - the head of a state government  

 local government - the government of a municipality (city) or county 

 mayor - the head of government for a city or town 

 representative - a member of the lower house of a state legislature (the Florida House of 

Representatives) 

 senator - a member of the upper house of a state legislature (the Florida Senate) 

 state government- the government of an individual state 
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